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Lymphatic tissue



Lymph Tissue
3 types

Diffuse lymphatic tissue

No capsule present

 Found in connective tissue of almost all organs

Dense lymphatic tissue

No capsule present

Oval-shaped masses

 Found singly or in clusters

 Tonsils , Peyer’s patches , Appendix

Capsulated lymphatic organs

Capsule present

 Lymph and hemal nodes, spleen, thymus gland
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Tonsils

Multiple groups of large lymphatic nodules
Location – mucous membrane of the oral and 
pharyngeal cavities
Palatine tonsils 

Posterior-lateral walls of the oropharynx
Pharyngeal tonsil

Posterior wall of nasopharynx
Lingual tonsils

Base of tongue













Appendix



Lymph nodes

Oval structures located along lymphatics
Enclosed by a fibrous capsule
Cortex = outer portion

Germinal centers produce lymphocytes
Medulla = inner portion

Medullary cords
Lymph enters nodes through afferent lymphatics, flows 
through sinuses, exits through efferent lymhpatic



















Hemal Node



Thymus

Location – behind the sternum in the 
mediastinum
The capsule divides it into 2 lobes
Development

Infant – conspicuous
Puberty – maximum size
Maturity – decreases in size

Function
Differentiation and maturation of T cells









Thymus Medulla



Thymus Age Degeneration 



Spleen

Largest lymphatic organ
Located between the stomach & diaphragm
Structure is similar to a node

Capsule present
But no afferent vessels or sinuses

Histology
Red pulp contains all the components of 
circulating blood
White pulp is similar to lymphatic nodules

Functions
Filters blood
Stores blood















Splenic circulation







Cloacal bursa







Chicken spleen




